October 25, 2006

To:  
All Members – Elementary Schools

From:
Julie Washington


UTLA Elementary Vice President

ELEMENTARY LITERACY AND MATHEMATICS PERIODIC ASSESSMENTS

Many members expressed concern about the schedule for First grade assessments as outlined in Memorandum 3275.0 Periodic Assessments – Elementary Literacy and Mathematics, September 14, 2006.  This memorandum states:

“The purpose of the changes is to eliminate concurrent testing of students during the period of the California Standards Tests and to reduce the number of times already-fluent readers are assessed for fluency.”

The elimination of the Language Art Assessments during the Cat 6 assessment period has not been achieved for the first grade this year.  The district has reported that the week 24 (OCR 2000)/ Units 7-8 (OCR 2002)  “are the units that assess all of the skills taught, including the fluency assessment which, for the first time, is in the format of an authentic passage.”  They therefore feel that this assessment is too important to be eliminated. Week 12 (OCR 2000)/ Units 3-4 (OCR 2002) were eliminated instead because these units “only assessed sounds and spellings taught so far.”

In order to avoid the concurrent testing of our youngest Cat 6 test takers there will be an adjustment in the suggested window for that OCR assessment.  Teachers and Literacy coaches are to work together to make adjustments and collaboratively decide when to administer the OCR assessment.  Schools using OCR 2000 will not be affected.  Only OCR 2002 Concept Six (all three tracks) and 90/30 D Track have a conflict in scheduling causing the assessments to run concurrently. 

We will continue to work with the District to insure that periodic assessments are not high stakes tests and they are used as tools to guide instruction.  We will also work to find solutions for the next year to avoid first grade assessments during the period of the Cat 6.
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The calendars noted in bold below will need to be adjusted:

	Open Court 2002

Concept Six

	Track
	Cat 6 Testing Dates
	Unit 7-8 Assessment Dates

	A
	May 14 - 25, 2007
	May 23 - 24 (May 25 - 29)

	B
	May 14 - 25, 2007
	May 23 - 24 (May 25 - 29)

	C
	March 12 - 30, 2007
	March 23 - 26 (March 27 - 28)


	Open Court 2002

90/30 (Four Track)

	Track
	Cat 6 Testing Dates
	Unit 7-8 Assessment Dates

	A
	May 21 – June 4, 2007
	May 10 - 11

	B
	May 21 – June 4, 2007
	March 22 - 23

	C
	May 21 – June 4, 2007
	March 9 - 10

	D
	March 19 – 30 , 2007
	March 22 - 23


	Open Court 2002

Single Track

	Cat 6 Testing Dates
	Unit 7-8 Assessment Dates

	May 7 - 18, 2007
	May 3 - 4 


	Open Court 2000

Concept Six

	Track
	Cat 6 Testing Dates
	Unit 7-8 Assessment Dates

	A
	May 14 - 25, 2007
	April 26 - 27

	B
	May 14 - 25, 2007
	March 1 - 2

	C
	March 12 - 23, 2007
	February 28


	Open Court 2000

90/30 (Four Track)

	Track
	Cat 6 Testing Dates
	Unit 7-8 Assessment Dates

	A
	May 21 – June 4, 2007
	April 12 - 13 

	B
	May 21 – June 4, 2007
	February 21 - 22

	C
	May 21 – June 4, 2007
	April 11 - 12

	D
	March 19 – 30 , 2007
	February 12


	Open Court 2000

Single Track

	Cat 6 Testing Dates
	Unit 7-8 Assessment Dates

	May 7 - 18, 2007
	March 30 


