TWO-PAGE FAX TO UTLA CHAPTER/CO CHAIR
FEBRUARY 2, 2009

KEEP THE MOMENTUM UP!

KEEP THE BOYCOTTS
GOING STRONG!

UTLA will not sign a contract without
a ‘“‘no reprisals” clause, which will
remove any hoycott-related writeups
from employee files.

BOYCOTTS ARE KEY TO VICTORY

The momentum is on our side. We have to keep the boycotts going
strong, in spite of pressure from administrators to end them. They
have to see by our actions, day after day, that we are determined to
fight against layoffs, class-size increases, and health care cuts.

ED CoDE SuPPORTS UTLA

Included with this fax is the full text of the Ed Code section cited by
Superintendent Cortines to claim that periodic assessments are legally
required. As our attorneys pointed out (read their full letter online at
utla.net), Cortines conveniently quoted only a portion of the Education
Code. If you keep reading Section 60602, it is clear that the intention
is for assessments to be used at the discretion of teachers to benefit
their students. Nowhere in the Ed Code does it mandate what kind of
assessments to give, when, and how often. Cortines also neglected to
quote the section that calls on the testing program to “*minimize the
amount of instructional time devoted to assessments administered pur-
suant to this chapter.”

turned out on January 29. Our message

WEAR ANY WRITEU PS I-\S A was heard from LAUSD headquarters to

Sacramento and beyond.

BADGE OF HONOR

Administrators are stepping up pressure on our members to stop the

boycotts of afterschool meetings and periodic assessments. They may begin to write up our members for
these boycotts. If you get written up, wear it as a badge of honor. Our greatest protection comes from every
one of us participating in the boycotts. Rest assured that UTLA will not sign a contract with LAUSD
without a ““no reprisal” clause, which protects all members and will retroactively remove from your
files any writeups related to the hoycotts.



CALIFORNIA EDUCATION CODE
SECTION 60602

(a) Itistheintent of the Legidature in enacting this
chapter to provide a system of individual assessment
of pupilsthat has the primary purpose of assisting
teachers, administrators, pupils, and their parents, to
improve teaching and learning. In order to
accomplish these goals, the Legidature finds and
declares that California should adopt a coordinated
and consolidated testing program to do all of the
following:

(1) First and foremost, provide information on the
academic status and progress of individual pupilsto
those pupils, their parents, and their teachers. This
information should be designed to assist in the
improvement of teaching and learning in California
public classrooms. The Legislature recognizes that,
in addition to statewide assessments that will occur as
specified in this chapter, school districts will conduct
additional ongoing pupil diagnostic assessment and
provide information regarding pupil performance
based on those assessments on aregular basisto
parents or guardians and schools. The Legidature
further recognizes that local diagnostic assessment is
a primary mechanism through which academic
strengths and weaknesses are identified.

(2) Develop and adopt a set of statewide
academically rigorous content standards and
performance standardsin all major subject areas to
serve asthe basis for assessing the academic
achievement of individual pupils, aswell asfor
schools, school districts, and for the California
education system asawhole. The performance
standards shall be designed to lead to specific grade
level benchmarks of academic achievement for each
subject area tested within each grade level and shall
be based on the knowledge and skills that pupils will
need in order to succeed in the information-based,
global economy of the 21st century.

(3) Ensure that all assessment procedures, items,
instruments, and scoring systems are independently
reviewed to ensure that they meet high standards of
dtatistical reliability and validity and that they do not
use procedures, items, instruments, or scoring
practices that are racially, culturally, or gender
biased.

(4) Provide information to pupils, parents or
guardians, teachers, schools, and school districtson a
timely basis so that the information can be used to
further the development of the pupil and to improve
the educational program.

(5) Develop assessments that are comparable to the
National Assessment of Educational Progress and
other national and international assessment efforts, so
that California'slocal and state test results are
reported in a manner that corresponds to the national
test results. Test results should be reported in terms
describing a pupil's academic performance in relation
to the statewide academically rigorous content and
performance standards adopted by the State Board of
Education and in terms of employment skills
possessed by the pupil, in addition to being reported
as humerical or percentile scores.

(6) Assess pupilsfor abroad range of academic skills
and knowledge including both basic academic skills
and the ability of pupilsto apply those skills.

(7) Include an appropriate balance of types of
assessment instruments, including, but not limited to,
multiple choice questions, short answer questions,
and assessments of applied academic skills.

(8) Minimize the amount of instructional time
devoted to assessments administered pursuant to this
chapter.

(b) It isthe intent of the Legidature, pursuant to this
article, to begin a planning and implementation
process to enabl e the Superintendent of Public
Instruction to accomplish the goals set forth in this
section as soon as feasible.

(c) Itistheintent of the Legislature that parents,
classroom teachers, other educators, governing board
members of school districts, and the public be
involved, in an active and ongoing basis, in the
design and implementation of the statewide pupil
assessment program and the devel opment of
assessment instruments.

(d) It istheintent of the Legidlature, insofar asis
practically feasible and following the completion of
annual testing, that the content, test structure, and test
items in the assessments that are part of the
Standardized Testing and Reporting Program become
open and transparent to teachers, parents, and pupils,
to assist all the stakeholdersin working together to
demonstrate improvement in pupil academic
achievement. A planned change in annual test
content, format, or design, should be made available
to educators and the public well before the beginning
of the school year in which the change will be
implemented.

(e) Itistheintent of the Legidature that the results of
the California Standards Tests be available for use,
after appropriate validation, academic credit, or
placement and admissions processes, or both, at
postsecondary educational institutions.



